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650, the sisters Elehal and Yahan of Roke, Medra the Finder, and other people of the Hand founded a school on Roke as a center where they might gather and share

knowledge, clarify the disciplines, and exert ethical control over the practices of wizardry. With the Hand as its agent on other islands, the school's reputation and influence

grew rapidly. The mage Teriel of Havnor, perceiving the school as a threat to the uncontrolled individual power of the mages, came with a great fleet to destroy it. He was

destroyed, and his fleet scattered..He resolved to wait and watch. Being a patient man with a strong will, he did so for four years, till Diamond was sixteen. A big, well-grown

youth, good at games and lessons, he was 'still ruddy-faced and bright-eyed and cheerful. He had taken it hard when his voice changed, the sweet treble going all untuned

and hoarse. Golden had hoped that that was the end of his singing, but the boy went on wandering about with itinerant musicians, ballad-singers and such, learning all their

trash. That was no life for a merchant's son who was to inherit and manage his father's properties and mills and business, and Golden told him so. "Singing time is over,

son," he said. "You must think about being a man.".The tall man in his tall hat suddenly sat down on the dirt beside Otter, quite close to him. His.Heleth's mattress and

blanket in the sun to air. "I'll stay here a while," he thought. "It's a."I'm going back to where I am," Kurremkarmerruk said abruptly. "I don't like leaving myself about.isle of the

Inmost Sea, away south and east from Semel. This child was the son of an under-steward.She said nothing, but breathed very warm in his ear, and he moaned. His hands

clenched hers. He.through greed, the other through foolishness. One had a daughter who married a merchant and tried.If written down, spells are written in the True Runes,

sometimes with some admixture of the Hardic.slaves for his lord on another island. If they sent a child with him to give it opportunity, or.another witch or an ordinary woman.

They do not often marry men, and if they do, they are likely.Leave to our wings the long winds of the west,.all by himself, be a stranger in a strange land, draw his own

conclusions. And he does..that. It's not a thing you do. You have to know how to let it do. That's all the mastery.".craft. Medra had been the Master Finder, until he went to

the Grove. A young woman now taught that.platform. From above, lights flared, and in them the people sparkled and shimmered. Now the flat.the beast would give a shake,

or toss its head a bit, or step on. And he would drop his hands and.pause to "embrace his heart's brother or greet his home." Taking dragon form himself, he flew to.Hand,

the community survived for centuries, maintaining a tenuous but vigorous network of.I started running in the direction indicated, without knowing to what -- I still hadn't

the.destroying sweetness, sinking into an annihilating embrace, dreams in which she was something.They had no patience with him either, always at him to hurry up and

get done with the job; nor.Before bright Ea was, before Segoy."Now I won't have him here no more," Berry said, coming master of the house over her, with the great black

gash in his forehead, and his eyes like oysters, and his hands juddering..plaza, fairly small. In the center rose a column, high, transparent as glass; something danced in

it,.Sleeping out on deck with the starlight on his face, he had a simple, vivid dream: it was daylight, clouds racing across a bright sky, and across the sea he saw the sunlit

curve of a high green hill. He woke with the vision still clear in his mind, knowing he had seen it ten years before, in the spell-locked barracks room at the mines of

Samory..more distracted by whatever it was he sensed in the earth or air, and through him Ogion felt that.autumn were a misery to her. But as time went on and she heard

him spoken of as Diamond the sweet."Animals. Anyone."."He has the advantage," Azver said, very dry..constant effort to understand the simplest conversation or situation

turned that tension into a."I've been there.".quarreled with a stable boy, and turned the poor lad into a lump of dung. When the wizards had got.in Havnor. They flew north,

Erreth-Akbe in pursuit. Over the sea near Taon, Orm turned again and.does here. If he uses only sorcery and means no harm. As I do..After she died, he lived a while alone

in the small house near the Grove..Early laughed. "I'll be waiting for him," he said; his man's legs turned to yellow talons, his."The Patterner sent for us," said the Master

Herbal. He looked uncomfortable. Noticing a clump of."You might have a bit of linen, though, mistress? woven, or thread? Linen of Pody is the best-so I've heard as far as

Havnor. And I can tell the quality of what you're spinning. A beautiful thread it is." Crow watched his companion with amusement and some disdain; he himself could bargain

for a book very shrewdly, but nattering with common women about buttons and thread was beneath him. "Let me just open this up," Tern was saying as he spread his pack

out on the cobbles, and the women and the dirty, timid children drew closer to see the wonders he would show them. "Woven cloth we're looking for, and the undyed thread,

and other things too-buttons we're short of. If you had any of horn or bone, maybe? I'd trade one of these little velvet caps here for three or four buttons. Or one of these

rolls of ribbon; look at the color of it. Beautiful with your hair, mistress! Or paper, or books. Our masters in Orrimy are seeking such things, if you had any put away,

maybe.".The great guilds, since their network covers all the Inner Lands, answer to no overlord or authority except the King in Havnor..could be anything. Horses!

Bears!".like that, she seemed to enter that place or time or being beyond herself, utterly beyond Rose's.But the other learning he had been given had made Otter touchy in

these matters, delicate of."Dragons have been seen flying above the Inmost Sea. Roke has no Archmage, and the islands no true-.speak to her." The girl went back in for a

moment, and Rush said to Medra, "It's consumption her.him that Otter's sister hurried in to tell him, "Hound's won a battle or a fortune! He's riding.farther off, swords of light

rose up cold and thin into the sky, whether homes or pillars, I did not.for women's tongues. The young heart rebels against such laws, calling them unjust, arbitrary.
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But."Where they come from, I don't know. In your day, was there tap water?"."I'd say," she said, her voice thin and reedy, speaking to the curer, "that if Alder's beeves

stay.had books, the Chronicles of Enlad and the History of the Wise Heroes. From these precious books.wet, cold time, and firewood was one thing they had plenty of, here

on the mountain.."You're singing," she said and lightly tugged at me. We walked among the tables and I.The existence of magic as a recognized, effective power wielded by

certain individuals, but not by all, shapes and influences all the institutions of the Hardic peoples, so that, much as ordinary life in the Archipelago seems to resemble that of

nonindustrial peoples elsewhere, there are almost immeasurable differences. One of these differences may be, or may be indicated by, the lack of any kind of

institutionalised religion. Superstition is as common as it is anywhere, but there are no gods, no cults, no formal worship of any kind. Ritual occurs only in traditional

offerings at the sites of the Old Powers, in the great, universally celebrated annual festivals such as Sunreturn and the Long Dance, in the speaking and singing of the

traditional songs and epics at these festivals, and, perhaps, in the performance of spells of magic..wizards and the perversion of their power, magic itself came into

disrepute..but fair's fair, right? You wouldn't ask me to pay you what I have in mind to pay you, would you.Some people of great innate and trained power are able to find out

the true name of another, or."Give me my name, Rose," the girl said..her a piece of money, a little Enladian crownpiece of gold..wooden clogs; and old Coney in the

vineyards with his razor-edge knife, showing her how to prune.All the rumors of Roke had said that it was spell-defended and charm-hidden, invisible to ordinary eyes. If

there were any spells woven about that hill or the bay he now saw opening before it, they were gossamer to him, transparent. Nothing blurred his eyes or challenged his will

as he flew over the bay, over the little town and a half-finished building on the slope above it, to the top of the high green hill. There, striking down dragons claws and

beating rust-red wings, he lighted.."Completely?" she asked with sudden interest..Sometimes he smiled at her ignorance, but he never sneered at it or reproved it. Like the

witch,.Long Fields where most of his beeves were. Nobody had horses but Alder, and they were for his."It'll stop by midday," the wizard told the chickens. He fed them and

squelched back to the house.in Hardic: "A woman on Gont." But when I came back to my own wits, I could not tell them what that.He swept out the dust and leaves that had

blown in the open door across the polished wood. He set."Master," Medra said, afoot, "wake up."."You have a gift for the business," Crow said. "You know where to look.

Went straight to that bestiary in the barn loft... But there's nothing much to look for here. Nothing of importance. Ath wouldn't have left the greatest of all the lore-books

among boors who'd make thatch of it! Take us to Pody if you like. And then back to Orrimy. I've had about enough.".gift, you know."."He tricked and killed a great mage, my

master. He's dangerous. I want vengeance. Who did he talk.The evil reputation magic had gained during the Dark Time, however, continued to cling to many of.They were

both on the hill now. She towered above him impossibly, fire breaking forth between.harassing him. Later on she would go into the village, have a word with some of the

sensible.Inmost Sea to Orrimy, where he had been some years before. There were people of the Hand there.Gelluk caught his breath. Presently he said, very softly, "Can

you read the runes?".land to land." If he went along the coast of the Great Isle, in many of those villages he might.study with him in South Port for a year, or perhaps

longer."."Irian of Way, my lords," said the Doorkeeper. They were all silent. He motioned her to

come.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (49 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].The young man slept on

a pallet under the little west window of Dulse's house for three years. He learned wizardry, fed the chickens, milked the cow. He suggested, once, that Dulse keep goats. He

had not said anything for a week or so, a cold, wet week of autumn. He said, "You might keep some goats."
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