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Murmurs of surprise came from the screen. In the living room, the Chironians were staring at Celia in amazement. Celia met Veronica's look of shocked disbelief and held
her eye unwaveringly. Veronica closed her mouth tight, nodded in a way that said the admission didn't change anything; she reached across to squeeze Celia's
hand..Chapter 13.Skulking among the trucks, staying as much as possible out of the open lanes of the parking lot, the alert.staggering and bewildered, as they ought to be,
but instantly balanced and oriented, as though they have.Colman nodded. "Sure. They're selected and trained to obey orders and not ask questions. Some of them would
shoot their own mothers if the right person said so. And Stormbel was in on it. It fits." He thought for a second longer, and then looked at Lechat and Bernard. "There were a
lot of suspicious things about Padawski breaking out too. It couldn't have happened the way it did without inside help. A lot of us have been thinking it was a setup to bait
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the Chironians into hitting back."."You mean the way's clear right down to the Battle Module?" Colman asked..cudgel, just behind Leilani's two-hand grip.."So your
stepfather's a murderer.".Bernard's eyes widened incredulously. "But if the Kuan-yin isn't finished, then what made the crater in Remus?".At about the same moment, inside
the memory unit of a lower-security logistics computer located on the same floor, the references to C Company contained in a routine order-of-the-day suddenly and
mysteriously changed themselves into references to D Company. At the same time, D Company's orders to remain standing by at the barracks until further notice
transformed themselves into orders for C Company. Ten minutes later a harassed clerk in Phoenix brought the change to the attention of Captain Blakeney, who
commanded C Company. Blakeney, far from being disposed to query it, told the clerk to send off an acknowledgment, and then gratefully went back to bed. Inside the
logistics computer in the Mayflower II, an instruction that shouldn't have been in memory was activated by the incoming transmission, scanned the message and identified it
as carrying one of the originator codes assigned to C Company, then quietly erased it..With one killer attending to his bodily functions and the other in the driver's seat of the
Windchaser, this.to be entrusted to the masses. It should be controlled by those who have the intelligence to apply it competently and beneficially. Gaulitz would be a
suitable figure to groom as a... high priest, don't you think, to restore some healthy awe and mystery to the subject. He nodded knowingly. "The Ancient Egyptians had the
fight idea." As he spoke, it occurred to him that the Pyramids could be taken as symbolizing the hierarchical form of an ideal, stable society-a geometric iceberg. The
analogy was an interesting one. It would make a good point to bring up at the dinner party. Perhaps he would adopt it as an emblem of the regime to be established on
Chiron..The aircraft touched down softly, and a pair of double doors slid open halfway along the side nearest to the reception party. A tall, burly, red-bearded Chironian
wearing a dark parka with a thick belt buckled over it jumped out, followed by another, similarly clad but more slender and catlike. More figures became visible inside when
the cabin light came on. Laid out neatly along the floor behind them were two rows of plastic' bundles the size of sleeping bags.."Our orders are to precede the
Ambassador's party through the docking lock to form an honorary guard in the forward antechamber of the Kuan-yin, where the formalities will take place,'" Sirocco read
aloud to-the D Company personnel assigned as escorts at the briefing held early that morning. "'Punctilious attention to discipline and order will prevail at all times, and the
personnel taking part will be made mindful of the importance of maintaining a decorum appropriate to 'the dignity of a unique historic occasion.' That means no
ventriloquized comments to relieve the boredom, Swyley, and the best parade ground turnout you ever managed, all of you. 'Since provocative actions on the part of the
Chironians are considered improbable, number-one ceremonial uniforms will be Worn, with weapons carried loaded for precautionary purposes only. As a contingency
against emergencies, a reserve of Special Duty troopers at full combat readiness will remain in the shuttle and subject to such orders as the senior general accompanying
the boarding party should see fit to issue at his discretion.'".Leilani in the house of Sinsemilla. Leilani limping ever closer to a bomb-clock birthday, ticking toward.The dog
follows at his heels..kept her from regaining her usual ease of movement, but also anger; she remained unbalanced by a sense.Through clenched teeth that squeezed each
sibilant into a hiss, she said, "Hag of a witch bitch, sorcerer's.The Two Moons occupied one end of the basement and ground-floor levels of a centrally located confusion of
buildings facing the maglev terminal complex across a deep and narrow court, and had a book arcade above, which turned into .residential units higher up. It comprised one
large bar below sidewalk level, where floor shows were staged most nights, and two smaller, quieter ones above. Kath suggested one of the smaller bars and Colman
agreed, permitting himself for the first time the thought. that a pleasantly romantic interlude might develop, though why he should be so lucky was something he was far
from comprehending. If it happened, he wasn't going to argue about it..Slam the door. Throw shut the locks, the bars, the bolts. Before the girl could say more, Micky
turned.while positively thinking herself into a C-cup instead of brooding about all the many problems in her life,."With a friend in Baltimore," she told hint, thus making her
capitulation total. She needn't have, she knew, but something compelling inside her wanted that. She knew also that it was Sterm's way of forcing her to admit it to herself.
The terms were now understood.."She's a good-looking girl. What does she do?'.applied hydrogen peroxide, too, which churned up a bloody foam. Then she worked
sulfacetamide.his neck, looking for the source of the sound, as a slipstream of warm desert air cuffs his face and tosses.mishap and calamity, she had added supplies to the
basic kit. She kept it always near at hand..Even disheveled, in the dirty rumpled full-length slip with its squashed and filthy flounce, Sinsemilla was.say to make him leave.
"Where's your folks, son?" the man asks..he leaned into the car through the open door to pluck the key from the ignition..In a hastily convened meeting of the Congress,
Howard Kalens again denounced Wellesley's policy of "scandalous appeasement to what we at last see exposed as terrorist anarchy and gangsterism" and demanded that
a state of emergency be declared. In a stormy debate Wellesley stood firm by his insistence that alarming though the events were, they did not constitute a general threat
comparable to the in-flight hazards that the emergency proviso had been intended to cover; they did not warrant resorting to such an extreme, But Wellesley had to do
something to satisfy the clamor from all sides for measures to protect the Terrans down on the surface..As the Chironian and his son climbed into the ground car on the
street side, the woman's eyes met Colman's for an instant. There was no malice in them. "I know," she said through the window. "You've got a job that you have to do for a
little while longer. Don't worry about it. We can use the vacation We'll be back." Colman managed the shadow of a grin. Seconds later the truck moved away, the robot
sitting in the rear, and the groundcar followed, two wistful.Ten minutes later, in the privacy of the small armory at the back of the Orderly Room, Colman had told Sirocco as
much as he had learned from Jay, and as much as was necessary about Celia and Veronica. Sirocco had informed Colman and Hanlon that Stormbel had seized command
of the Army and was backing Sterm, and that Sterm appeared to be holding together the bulk of what Was left of the Army by appealing to fears among the senior officers
that the assassination of Kalens might represent a new general threat from the Chironians..asking.".Although she juked, the viper must also have misaimed, because her
reaction alone wouldn't have been."Oh, Christ

Wearily, Colman brought a hand up to his brow. "Okay. Look, as soon as I can-" Footsteps approaching at the double

interrupted and made him look around. It was Sergeant Armley, from the Orderly Room..Communications round-trip delay to Chiron, twenty-two seconds. Formal
arrangements for reception procedures still not concluded. Chironians handling communications claim they have no representative powers, and that nobody with the
qualifications specified exists. Mayflower II's defenses brought to combat readiness..then feels unseen masses of road-life paraphernalia beginning slowly to slide toward
him, he jams the.whole army behind me, what can a rabble of ruffians with handguns do to stop me now?"."Good pup," the boy whispers.."How is Kalens's wife?" Sirocco
asked Hanlon..Swyley was looking distant and thoughtful behind the thick spectacles that turned his eyes into poached eggs and made the thought of his being specially
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tested for exceptional visual abilities incongruous. He was wondering how useful Stanislau's nefarious skills might he for inserting a few plus.-points into his own record in
the Military's administrative computer, but couldn't really say anything about the idea in Sirocco's presence. There was such a thing as being too presumptuous. He would
talk to Stanislau privately, he decided.."That has to give us the rest of the ship and the surface," Swyley said. "If the Army gets its act together and grabs Sterm before he
gets a chance to head this way, then we might not have to go in there at all."."I dissociate myself from responsibility for this fiasco entirely," he announced, giving Wellesley
an angry look. "I was against fraternization from the beginning, and now we see the results of it. We should have enforced strict segregation until proper relationships were
established."."Oh, I dunno---some of the things you said, maybe.".original. Where'd you find her?".supposed to talk about the ETs only among ourselves. Sinsemilla totally
buys into this.".Once more he glances back, but only once, because he sees the pulse of flames in the east, throbbing in."Who was that?' Jean gasped, her eyes wide with
disbelief..explain her moral choices once she dies and finds herself standing at judgment. I'm not sure that God,.But Colman felt that he did belong here--among the
machines. He understood them and talked their language, and they talked his. They were talking to him now in the vibrations coming through his suit. The language of the
machines was plain and direct. It had no inverted logic or double meanings. The machines never said one thing when they meant another, gave less than they had
promised to give, or demanded more than they had asked for. They didn't lie, or cheat, or steal, but were honest with those who were honest with them. Like Sirocco they
accepted him for what he was and didn't pretend to be other than what they were. They didn't expect him to change for them or offer to change themselves for him.
Machines had no notion of superiority or inferiority and were content with their differences--to be better at some things and worse at others. They could understand that and
accept it. Why, Colman wondered, couldn't people?."Anytime. Take care.".likely to gallop. The windshield provides a view only of another?and unoccupied?Explorer ahead,
plus.She blotted her hands on her shorts..Focused on the chicken, Geneva said, "Easy. I just look around.".Kalens had evidently been working on the details for some time.
He recovered the support of the commercial lobby by proposing that Chironian "nursery-school economics" be excluded from the enclave, and won the professional
interests over with a plan to tie all exchanges of goods and services conducted within the boundary to a special issue of currency to be underwritten by the Mayflower II's
bank. The Chironians who lived and worked inside the prescribed limits would be free to come and go and to remain resident if they desired, provided that they recognize
and observe Terran law. If they did not, they would be subject to the same enforcement as anyone else. If its integrity was threatened by disruptive external influences, the
enclave would be defended as national territory..Jay frowned and looked mildly uncomfortable. "Sex?" he hazarded..As she passed behind the girl's chair, Geneva paused
and put her hands on Leilani's slender shoulders.."Dr. Doom. They've been together four and a half years now. See, there's even kismet for crackpots..southwest. The
westbound lanes are blocked by police vehicles that form a gate, and traffic is being.But SD's were already pouring out of the guardroom behind the main doors of the
Government Center and racing along the corridor toward the communications facility while civilians flattened themselves against the walls to get out of the way, and others
who had been working late peered from their offices to see what was happening. The engineer iii coveralls who had been working inconspicuously at an opened switchbox
through an access panel in the floor closed a circuit, and a reinforced fire-door halfway along the corridor - closed itself in the path of the oncoming SD's. The SD major
leading the detachment stared numbly at it for a few seconds while his men came to a confused halt around him. "Back to the front stairs," he shouted. "Go up to Level
Three, and come down on the other side.".5. Female friendship?Fiction..Sterm studied the view in silence. After a short while one of the colonels present said, "We have
studied it thoroughly. There are no auxiliary projectors or anything equivalent to a form of secondary armament. The only direction that it can fire in is sternward from the
tail-dish, with eight missiles the odds of at least one getting through would be better than ninety-eight percent. With sixteen the chances of failure are about as near zero as
you can get."."I know exactly what you mean," Carson said. Driscoll nodded his mute assent also.."Deleted," the machine confirmed. "Last line of entry reads: "... shut up
behind a fence, ignored, and looking ridiculous.'"."She got tied up over lunch trying to answer questions about superhorns and quasars," Francine explained..Anyway, the
toilet?the restroom?is within sight from the lunch counter, at the end of a long hallway..reed; she a whistling flute..His mother's death haunts him more than the other
murders, in part because he saw her struck down. He.Regardless of the inconsequential nature or the questionable validity of the triggering offense, an.changes direction
and pads out of the bathroom into the galley..CHAPTER SIXTEEN.afraid that they are beginning to recognize him for the fugitive he is..of Planets, and Leilani waving
goodbye with an American flag in one hand and a Fourth of July sparkler.thoughts. Words threatened to spill from him again, but this time they were likely to come in the
form of.other than it was more amusing than talking about a miserable day of job-hunting..at me. His face was blurred a little because the window was dirty. I think he
waved."."Acknowledged," the computer replied.
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