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Vol 2 RAR as among the material to perform. MONDAY MORNING, far above Joe Lampion's grave, the translucent blue California sky shed a rain of light so pure and clear
that the world seemed to have been washed clean of all its stains..The prickly-bur ghosts of two little children didn't concern him. At worst, they were spiritual
gnats..Evidently, last evening, prior to keeping a dinner date with Victoria, when the taunting detective had illegally entered Junior's house and placed another quarter on the
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nightstand, he had seen the directory open on the kitchen table. Deducing the meaning of the red check marks, he inserted this card and closed the book: another small
assault in the psychological warfare that he'd been waging.."You should call San Francisco police, have them put your place under surveillance and nail him if he turns
up.".IN HIS FORD VAN filled with needlepoint and Sklent and Zedd, Junior Cain-Pinchbeck to the world-left the Bay Area by a back door. He took State Highway 24 to
Walnut Creek, which might or might not have walnuts, but which offered a mountain and a state park named for the devil: Mount Diablo. State Highway 4 to Antioch brought
him to a crossing of the river delta west of Bethel Island. Bethel, for those who had taken good advanced courses in vocabulary improvement, meant "sacred place.".The
stumpy ghost departed the sliding stairs at the second floor and walked off into women's sportswear.."We've mapped three routes to the top," Angel said, "and each offers
different challenges. Barty's eventually going to climb all of them, but he's starting with the hardest.".She shook her head. "No way back." She pointed to the sketch pad on
the floor. "I pushed him there.".He got in the Suburban, pulled the door shut, but didn't at once start the engine..The muffling fog quieted the city as much as obscured it,
and the alley was surprisingly still. Many of the businesses were closed for the night, and as far as Junior could discern, no delivery trucks or other vehicles were parked the
length of the block.."Well," Kathleen said, "even if the money wasn't so nice, I'd be sorry to see this case end.".The container-eye-level at the top, battered, rust-streaked,
beaded with condensation-was larger than some in the alleyway, with a bifurcated lid. Both halves of the lid were already raised..daughter's existence. Angel, if that's what
she were eventually to be named, lived under a threat as surely as had all the children of Bethlehem, who'd been slain according to the decree of King Herod. The baby
curled one small hand around her aunt's index finger. So tiny, fragile, she nonetheless gripped with surprising tenacity..Needlepoint, meditation, and even sex had not
recently provided him with significant relief of tension. The paintings of Sklent and the works of Zedd were packed in the van, where he couldn't at the moment take solace
from them..As always in uncertainty, she asked herself what her mother would do in this situation. Grace, of infinite grace, unfailingly did precisely the needed thing, knew
exactly the right words to console, to enlighten, to charm a smile out of even the miserable. Often, however, the needed thing involved no words, because in our journey we
so often feel abandoned, and we need only to be reassured that we are not alone..Kitchen staff. All men. Some looked up in surprise; others were oblivious of him. He
stalked the cramped work aisles, eyes watering from the fragrant steam and the heat, seeking Vanadium, an answer..CLOUDS SWARMED THE late-afternoon sun, and
the Oregon sky grew sapphire where still revealed. Cops gathered like bright-eyed crows in the lengthening shadow of the fire tower..Junior's throat wasn't half as sore as it
had been the previous afternoon, and to these men, his soft, coarse voice must have sounded not abraded, but raw with emotion. "I don't care what's customary. I don't
want anything. I don't blame anyone. These things happen. If you have a liability release with you, I'll sign it right now.".If Vanadium was watching, however, he would
interpret the pitch of the coin to mean that his unconventional strategy was working, that Junior's nerves were frayed to the breaking point. With an adversary as
indefatigable as this cuckoo cop, you dared never show weakness..The previous day, Jacob and Edom had driven back to Bright Beach, to prepare for Barty's arrival. Now
they hurried down the back porch steps and across the lawn, as Maria followed the driveway past the house and parked near the detached garage at the rear of the deep
property..Paul in the guest room again. Sweeping a bedside lamp to the floor, lifting the nightstand..He could have killed Vanadium while the cop slept; however, that would
be far less satisfying than engaging in a little psychological warfare and leaving the devious bastard alive to suffer remorse when two more children died under his
watch..The decision had already been made that Grace would move in with Celestina and then-following the wedding-with Celestina and Wally. In Spruce Hills, she had
dear friends whom she would miss, but there was nothing else in Oregon to draw her back, other than the narrow plot beside Harrison, where she expected eventually to be
buried. The parsonage fire had destroyed all her personal effects and every family treasure from Celestina's grade-school spelling-bee medals to the last precious
photograph. She wanted only to be close to her one remaining daughter and her granddaughter, to be part of the new life that they would build with Wally Lipscomb..Now
that neither of them had a doubt that the other shared the same need and that eventually they would satisfy each other, Victoria was opting for discretion. Wise woman..By
mid-March, he had exhausted the possibilities of Bartholomew as a surname. By the time that he shot himself in September, he had combed through the first quarter million
listings in the directory in search of those whose first names were Bartholomew..ANGEL WAS DRESSED in as much red as the devil himself: bright red shoes, red socks,
red leggings, red skirt, red sweater, and a knee length red coat with a red hood.."Even in an infinite number of worlds," Wally objected, "there's no place I was that
stupid.".During the cleaning, installation of new carpet, and painting that had followed the removal of the diarrheic pig set loose by one of Cain's disgruntled girlfriends, the
wife killer had spent a few nights in a hotel. Nolly took advantage of the opportunity to bring his associate James Hunnicolt--Jimmy Gadget-onto the premises to provide a
customized, undetectable, exterior window-latch release..the social worker and her family. Husband, wife, daughter, son. The little girl smiled shyly through braces. The boy
was impish..Delighted to be dating someone who lived neck-deep in culture especially after two months with Tammy Bean, the money maiden. Junior was surprised that he
didn't score with Frieda on the first date. He was usually irresistible even to women who weren't sluts..Jacob trusted no one but Agnes and Edom. He'd trusted Joey
Lampion, too, after years of wary observance. Now Joey was dead, and his corpse was in the embalming chamber of the Panglo Funeral Home..According to the brief
biographic note with the picture, Celestina White was a graduate of San Francisco's Academy of Art College. She had been born and raised in Spruce Hills, Oregon, the
daughter of a minister..For a while, leaning forward in his chair and staring at the floor with an intensity and an expression that could not have been inspired by the insipid
vinyl tiles, Tom mulled over what she'd told him. Then: "The connection is there, but it's still not entirely clear to me. So he took perverse pleasure in raping her with her
father's sermon as accompaniment . . . and maybe without his realizing it, the reverend's message got deep inside his head. I wouldn't think our cowardly wife killer has the
capacity for guilt ... although maybe your dad worked a sort of miracle and planted that very seed.".Celestina breezed through the open door with Angel. "No vanilla wafers.
You'll be up all night with a sugar rush."."When we pull away, people are waving across the street at the UPS truck, and the driver, he sees them, and he stands there, kind
of confused, and then he waves back.".He vanished through some hole, some slit, some tear bigger than anything through which Tom flipped his quarters..AFTER THE
ENCOUNTER with the quarter-spitting vending machines, Junior wanted to kill another Bartholomew, any Bartholomew, even if he had to drive to some far suburb like
Terra Linda to do it, even if he had to drive farther and stay overnight in a Holiday ay Inn an eat steam-table food off a buffet crawling with other diners' cold germs and
garnished with their loose hairs..Alone, Junior sat in the breakfast nook with a pot of coffee and an entire Sara Lee chocolate fudge cake..Hisscus, Nork, and Knacker
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exchanged sharp glances, nonplussed. Finally, one of them said, "We couldn't do that, Mr. Cain. Not until you've consulted an attorney.".Knacker or Hisscus, or Nork, was
talking about an offering, as though Naomi were a goddess to whom they wished to present a penance of gold and jewels..Angel brightened at the sight of the coin turning
end-over-end across his knuckles. "I could learn to do that," she asserted..Junior found the acclaim gratifying, but the widespread use of his photograph was a high price to
pay even for the recognition of his contribution to art. Fortunately, with his bald head and pocked face, he no longer resembled the Enoch Cain for whom the authorities
were searching. And they believed that the bandages on his face, at the church, had been merely an exotic disguise. One psychologist even speculated that the bandages
had been an expression of the guilt and shame he felt on a subconscious level. Yeah, right..It didn't seem to him to amount to much. It was such an easy matter to him to
make a silvery light shine in a dark room, or find a lost pin by thinking about it, or true up a warped joint by running his hands over the wood and talking to it, that he couldn't
see why they made a fuss over such things. But his father raged at him for his "shortcuts," even struck him once on the mouth when he was talking to the work, and insisted
that he do his carpentry with tools, in silence..He had experienced considerable self-revelation during the past eighteen hours, but of all the new qualities he had discovered
in himself, Junior was most proud of the realization that he was such a profoundly sensitive person. This was an admirable character trait, but it would also be a useful
screen behind which to commit whatever ruthless acts were required in this dangerous new life he'd chosen..The floor of the spacious bathroom featured beige marble tiles
with diamond-shaped inlays of black granite. The countertop and the shower stall were fabricated from matching marble, and the same marble was employed in the
wainscoting..For guidance, Agnes couldn't rely entirely on any of the child rearing books in her library. Barty's unique gifts presented her with special parenting problems.
Now, when he asked if he could stay up even later, to read about John Thomas Stuart and Lummox, John's pet from another world, she granted him permission..In spite of
its dazzle, the detective's smile was nonetheless melancholy, proof that he was sincere when he said that Seraphim's baby was beyond their reach..He was about to lift the
body out of the chair when he heard the car in the driveway. He might not have caught the sound of the engine so distinctly and so early if the stereo had not been in the
process of changing albums..Ten months later, Simon called again, also regarding Cain, but this time the attorney was the client, and Cain was the target. What Simon
wanted Nolly to do was strange, to say the least, and it could be construed as harassment, but none of it was exactly illegal. And for two years, beginning with the quarter in
the cheeseburger, ending with the coin-spitting machines, all of it had been great fun..After a bit Otter nodded left, away from the grey stone tower. They walked on towards
a long, treeless valley, past grass-grown dumps and tailings..The one piece he had purchased was by a young Bay Area artist, Bavol Poriferan, about whom art critics
nationwide were in agreement: He was destined for a long and significant career. The sculpture had cost over nine thousand dollars, an extravagance for a man trying to
live on the income of his hard-won and prudently invested fortune, but its presence in his living room immediately identified him, to cognoscenti, as a person of taste and
cutting-edge sensibilities..Now, since he didn't intend to date this woman again, he grabbed the only chance he might ever have to learn the intimate, eccentric details of her
life. He began in her kitchen, with the contents of the refrigerator and cupboards, concluding his tour in her bedroom..Then from San Francisco International, through the
fog-shrouded streets of the night city, to St. Mary's, to Room 724. And to the discovery that Phimie's blood pressure was so high-210 over 126-that she was in a
hypertensive crisis, at risk of a stroke, renal failure, and other life-threatening complications..For breakfast, he avoided sugar. He ate cold roast beef and drank milk laced
with a double shot of brandy..The old woman crumpled with a papery rustle, as though she were an elaborately folded piece of origami. She would be unconscious for a
while, and after she came around, she probably wouldn't remember who she was, let alone what make of car she'd been driving, until Junior was well out of Eugene..A
sedan had come to a stop in the graveled driveway, over to the right of the house, almost out of view. As Junior watched, the headlights were doused. The engine shut off.
The driver's door opened. A man got out of the car, a shadowy figure in the fearsome yellow moonlight. The dinner guest..Alarmed, concerned that his patient's emotional
reaction would lead to racking sobs, which in turn might stimulate abdominal spasms and renewed vomiting, Parkhurst called for a nurse and prescribed the immediate
administration of diazepam..Dropped, the wineglass had shattered. But the bottle of Merlot had survived again, rolling across the vinyl-tile floor until it bumped gently against
the base of a cabinet..Abruptly, Junior Cain turned away from the tower, from the body of his lost love, dropped to his knees, and vomited. Vomited more explosively than
he had ever done in the depths of the worst sickness of his life. Bitter, thick, grossly out of proportion to the simple lunch that he had eaten, up came a dreadfully reeking
vomitus. He was untroubled by nausea, but his abdominal muscles contracted painfully, so tightly that he thought he would be cinched in two, and up came more, and still
more, spasm after spasm, until he spewed a thin gruel green with bile, which surely had to be the last of it, but was not, for here was more bile, so acidic that his gums
burned from contact with it--Oh God, please no-still more. His entire body heaving. Choking as he aspirated a piece of something vile. He squeezed his watering eyes shut
against the sight of the flood, but he could not block out the stench..Celestina told them about Nella Lombardi and about the message Phimie delivered to Dr. Lipscomb
after being resuscitated. "Phimie was, . . so special. There's something special about her baby, too.".Indeed, as Celestina and the kid reached the foot of the steps to this
second house, Bartholomew pointed, and the woman turned to look back. She appeared to stare straight at the Mercedes, though the fog made it impossible for Junior to
be sure..The quarter, surely. The one that had not been in his robe pocket where it should have been, the previous Friday..He turned the knob. The door eased inward, but
he pushed it open only a fraction of an inch..Agnes got out of bed, switched on the lamp, and tucked Barty in once more. "Say your silent prayers.".Somewhere, he does.
Daddy died here, but be didn't die every place I am. it's lonely for me here, but not lonely for me everywhere..When Agnes crunched the ice, the nurse said, "No, no. Don't
swallow it all at once. Let it melt.".Truly, the time spent helping Agnes had given her uncountable new subjects for paintings and had begun to bring to her work a new depth
that excited her. "When you pour out your pockets into the pockets of others," Agnes had once said, "you just wind up richer in the morning than you were the night
before.".He feared that suicide was a ticket to Hell, and he knew that sinless Perri was not waiting for him in those lower realms..The nurse raised her eyes from Agnes to
this other person. "Yes a chip of ice would be all right.".On second thought-no. If Seraphim had told anyone she'd been raped, the police would have been at Junior's
doorstep in minutes, with a warrant for his arrest. No matter that they would have no proof. In this age of high sympathy for the previously oppressed, the word of a teenage
Negro girl would have greater weight than Junior's clean record, fine reputation, and heartfelt denials..Shortly after nine-thirty in the morning, they landed in Eugene, and the
cab driver who conveyed Junior to the town's largest shopping center spent more time staring at his afflicted passenger in the rearview mirror than he did watching the road.
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Junior got out of the taxi and paid through the driver's open window. The cabbie didn't even wait for his fiery-faced fare to turn completely away before he crossed
himself..He chased after none of these lovelies beyond a few dates, and none of them pursued him when he was done with them, although surely they were distressed if
not bereft at losing him..A shock-haired, bright-eyed woman with a candle bound to her forehead set down her pick to show Otter a little cinnabar in a bucket, brownish red
clots and crumbs. Shadows leapt across the earth face at which the miners worked. Old timbers creaked, dirt sifted down. Though the air ran cool through the darkness, the
drifts and levels were so low and narrow the miners had to stoop and squeeze their way. In places the ceilings had collapsed. Ladders were shaky. The mine was a
terrifying place; yet Otter felt a sense of shelter in it. He was half sorry to go back up into the burning day..a time, from the carafe on the nightstand. She spooned the ice
into Junior's mouth not with the businesslike.By air from San Francisco south to Orange County Airport, then farther south along the coast by rental car, one week in the
wake of Paul Damascus and his three charges, following directions provided by Paul, Tom Vanadium brought Wally Lipscomb to the Lampion house..From a cutlery drawer,
Tom withdrew a knife. The largest and sharpest blade in the small collection..They were married in September of that year, much later than even Grace White's wager date.
As Grace's guess had been closer than her daughter's, however, Celestina paid with a month of kitchen duty..Finally he switched on the light, and illuminated Neddy at
ease, silent in death as never in life: lying on his back, head turned to the right, swollen tongue lolling obscenely..Panic set in when he began to wonder if these intestinal
spasms were going to prevent him from leaving Spruce Hills. In fact, what if they required hospitalization?.While Jacob ate, he browsed through a new coffee-table book on
dam disasters. He talked more to himself than to Barty and Angel, as he spot-read the text and looked at pictures. "Oh, my," he would say in sonorous tones. Or sadly,
sadly: "Oh, the horror of it." Or with indignation: "Criminal. Criminal that it was built so poorly." Sometimes he clucked his tongue in his cheek or sighed or groaned in
commiseration.
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